
Violent and unexpected, 

the volcanic eruption of 

Mount Tarawera during 

the early hours of June 10, 

1886, was New Zealand’s 

greatest natural disaster.  

For more than four terrifying 

hours, rocks, ash and mud 

bombarded the peaceful 

village of Te Wairoa.

As well as ending more 

than 150 lives and many 

livelihoods, the eruption 

destroyed the eighth 

wonder of the world – the 

magnificent Pink and White 

Terraces , and buried the 

staging post for travellers 

to the Terraces – Te Wairoa 

village under two metres 

of thick volcanic material.

In the gloom of the day the 

wreckage of the hotels and 

houses, and the burial of 

8,000 square kilometres 

of scenic countryside 

brought awe and dismay 

to survivors and rescuers.  
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“We are in the midst  
of a terrible convulsion  

of nature…”

BURIED
VILLAGE

1180 Tarawera Road, RD5, Rotorua 3076
Ph/Fx +64 7 362 8287
discover@buriedvillage.co.nz
www.buriedvillage.co.nz

What do you experience?
• World-class museum
• New Zealand’s only excavated village
• Nature walk and waterfall trail
• Guided tours
• Vi’s Teahouse and Smith’s Gift Store
• Picnic areas, wheelchair accessible, children’s playground
• Allow 60-90 minutes to visit
• Open daily from 9:00am (except December 25) 
 
Where do you find us?
Only 15 minutes from central Rotorua on one of the districts 
most scenic drives. Drive East on Te Ngae Rd and turn right 
at Tarawera Rd roundabout. 
Transport options available. 




